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Wdc—- to the Bear Hill Nature Trail The stops in this guide
1 correspond to numbervd sign posts along the trail. The 0.75 mile trail
is marked with blue blazes and is moderate in difficuliv, Average hiking

time is about an hour

l Forest Succession

Compare ths area with the meadow
arcund the: fire tower. ¥ mowing or live-
stock groving comse, o variety of plonts
besgin to chaflenge the prasses. Fere @ ain
ol feele]” condition whers woody plants
mich & clskecherry, spiren, bleck by,
and red-osser digrwond have bersms
enlablished Tourg trees ke maple and
bireh are Gnding room to grow. This
property belonged to Mr, Wallace Allis,
wha farmed the area until givieg it o the
State m 1931,
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enn b rend i the stone walls st snake
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3 Red Spruce Stand

Noto the different understory here The
lmcik of availabla sunlghl asd nesd from
decyying spruce needles make il diffrult
for aniall planks to grew bensath the
spruce. Spruce have shollow roots and
are ousily toppled by the wmd, which =
wiy fiallen Lress ore sommen in sproce
stanicls
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5 Habitat Transition

This area 5 mized with hardwond and
softwond ferest. The light green ferm ia
hay-seented forn aod the Inrge theee-port
fern is bracksn fern.  Bath feres are
nssnriated with pecrer. drier forast sites
wnd plenty of sunlight. They can delay
the establishmest of tres gredlings by
shading, by the spreading ol their
roatstocks, and by chemicals relensed
from theis leaves that inhibit the growth
of ather plants, Motsoe the potentisl
animmal “homen” in standing dead irees in

this s, %
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6 Butternut

This lovely tres s fumoms for its tasty
walnut-like note and reb-colomed wood.
{hmmﬁmummumn Mew

7 Fungi

Thuse primitsve plants are an integral
part of the cyela of life o the forest. They
il in recycling plast and animal motter
by breaking them down inte sl mpler
forms. Some weaken or lall tress, wiilks
others live on dond ar downed wood or
Eallen leayis.

Great Views

from Great Storms
It war not possible to see Morth and Seuih



9 Twisted Trees

Here on Bear Hill, many paper and vellow
birch, red spruce, and balsam fir were
affected by the ice storm.  Paper birches
were bent over, forcing their tops (o the
ground. Yellow birch didn't bend; instead,
large branches in the crowns of trees
broke off. Most of the yellow birches
continwed o live, despite somc losing over
half of their branches.  Spruce and fir
were uprooted or snapped in half, killing
most of the damaged trees

1 0 sers 0en

The sign says it all!

l l White Ash

This tree can be identified by the graceful
compound leaves and interwoven ridges
in its bark. Valuable as both a timber tree
and source of food for wildlife, white ash
prefers to grow on dricr soils containing
limestone. Historically, white ash was
used 1o make snowshoes because its
straight-grained wood can be steamed and
casily bent into shape

1 2 American Beech

The smooth gray trunks of American
Beech often show scars from bears who
scale them to get at the prized beechnuts.
Deer, turkeys, grouse, and squirrels also
prefer the nuts, making this one of our
miost valuable wildlife trees.

Trail Mag
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These stone fireplaces are
prooi of the cifons of the
Civilian Conservation
Corps. This national
works rebief project pat
voung men o work during
the Great Depression of
the 195%0s and 1940s
replanting forests, build-
ing recreational trails,
beaches and campsites,
and undertaking forest
Improvement projecis.
Even though not all of the
fircplaces built here at
Allis are still uscd, the
workmanship evidenced in
them and in the park
buildings remains as a
testament 1o the guality of
the Corps” work

Thanks for hiking the trail.

Enjoy your visit to Allis State Park!
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